
AP United States History Summer Assignment 
Teacher:  Mr. Willard   Contact:  bwillard@gasd-pa.org 

Top Priority:  Please have a parent or guardian sign the attached contract so 
you can sign-out a textbook before the last day of school!  

https://sites.google.com/gasd-pa.org/ghsapush/home/apush-summer-assignment

AP US History is a challenging, college-level course encompassing all of American 
history from Columbus through the present.  The goal of the class is to thoroughly prepare 
students for success on the AP exam in the spring.  In order to adequately prepare for the exam, 
students engage in a rigorous schedule of reading, writing, and note-taking.  Reading 
assignments consisting of 30 pages or more per week are normal.  Much of the class utilizes 
project-based learning designed to enrich student understanding of American history and the 
themes that serve as connectors, bridging broad expanses of time.   

In order to be successful in this class, students need to be intrinsically motivated, 
accountable for assigned work, and willing to participate in discussions and activities.  The AP 
test in the spring, which all students are required to take, is the ultimate measure of success in 
this class.  A passing grade for the course should be tempered with a student’s performance on 
the AP exam.  Students have the potential of earning college credit by scoring well on the AP 
exam.  This should be the paramount goal of every student who signs up for the course.   

In order to get a head start on the vast amount of American history students are 
responsible for knowing on the AP exam, you will need to complete the following summer 
assignment that covers the first 4 chapters of our primary textbook, The American Pageant. 

Taking this course is a huge responsibility that starts with the completion of this 
assignment.  The summer assignment constitutes a mixture of tasks similar to the ones you’ll 
face on the culminating spring exam.  It is due on the first day of school neatly organized in a 
3 ring binder, and will be counted as your first 100 point test grade.  Make sure the 3 ring 
binder is big enough to envelope a year’s worth of material.  The summer assignment is 
challenging, but if you are able to rise to the occasion and complete it successfully, then you will 
know that you can handle all that this course demands.  Good luck!   

Directions  



 
1.  Sign out a copy of The American Pageant textbook before you leave for summer 
vacation.  Copies of the text can be obtained in my classroom B-117.  Also sign and return 
the attached form stating that you understand the expectations set forth in the introduction 
of this assignment.  Bring your signed form to me when you check out a textbook.  If you 
do not sign out a copy of the text with me before the end of the school year, you can obtain 
one over the summer in the guidance office.    
 
2.  Read chapters 1 through 4 in The American Pageant textbook and take adequate 
handwritten notes.  A minimum of two pages of handwritten notes are required for each 
chapter.  Figure out a note taking system that works for you and then use it consistently 
throughout the chapters.  Submit your notes with the rest of your summer assignment.   
 
 
 
3.  Visit our APUSH Google Site, accessible at the address listed on the cover sheet of this 
packet.  View the file entitled 2015 DBQ w/ Student Samples.  This DBQ was administered to 
students, nation-wide in 2015, and was scored using the newly revised rubrics provided.  The 
content and historical focus of this sample DBQ are not historically relevant to your summer 
assignment, however the student responses and most importantly the graders’ notes on their 
essays are what I want you to appreciate and understand. 
 Read the student responses noting the grades they received and the comments posted by 
the evaluators.  Read the analysis offered for each document in the 2015 DBQ.  Familiarize 
yourself with the rubrics used to grade essays in APUSH, the LEQ Rubric, used to evaluate 
long essay questions and the DBQ Rubric, used to evaluate document-based questions. 
 These rubrics will be used to evaluate the DBQ and LEQ essay responses you write in 
class this school year, starting with your summer assignment and ending with the essays you 
write for the APUSH exam in the spring. 
 
 
 
4.  Locate the link entitled Colonial America DBQ, from the 1993 AP College Board exam, 
linked to our APUSH Google Site.  Read the question and brainstorm a list of terms and phrases 
(i.e. persons, places, and things) you might use in writing an essay response.  This information 
should be what you remember from reading chapters 1 through 4 in The American 
Pageant.  Organize this information using a graph of your choosing.  This graph is what we’ll 
refer to in class as an Info-Bucket, comprised of background knowledge you remember when 
presented with either DBQ or LEQ questions.   
 Using the acronym SOAPStone, explained within this packet, analyze each of the 8 
documents connected with the Colonial America DBQ (i.e. write at least a one sentence 
analysis for each of the letters of the acronym as it applies to each document).  Submit these 
handwritten analyses along with your Info-Bucket with the rest of your summer 
assignment.  Reference the document analysis example provided, for more detailed 
instruction. 
 
 



5.  Handwrite an essay response to the Colonial America DBQ.  Read all the directions 
associated with it carefully.  Your essay should be made up of a minimum of five paragraphs 
consisting of a thesis paragraph, 3 supporting paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.  Submit 
your handwritten essay response with the rest of your summer assignment.   
 
6.  Answer the short answer questions after reading chapters 1-4 in the Pageant text, and after 
reading and analyzing the primary source documents, #1, #2, #3, #4, & #5, found beneath the 
Colonial America DBQ link on our APUSH Google Site.  The primary source documents are 
arranged chronologically.  Your handwritten responses do not require thesis statements and 
should be concise, direct, and historically and analytically responsive to the questions.  
Submit your handwritten short answer responses with the rest of your summer assignment.  
Label your responses accurately please. 

 

 

Short-Answer Questions 

 

 Each of the three short-answer questions has three parts for a total of 9.  You will receive 
a maximum score of three points for each of the 9 parts that are being assessed.  Make sure you 
answer each and every part of the questions with accurate history and understanding. 

 

Question 1.  Answer parts (a) and (b) after reading the primary source documents. 

a) Identify and explain the primary motives that led Europe to engage in the Age of 
Exploration?  Offer a specific historical example of an instance when one of the 
motives was achieved through exploration. 

b) Though both first person accounts by Las Casas and Columbus address the promise 
of the New World for Spain, they are very different in tone and purpose.  Compare 
the tone and purpose of the two accounts in the context of their historical setting. 

 

Question 2.  Answer parts (a), (b), and (c) after reading the primary source documents. 

a) Define Black Legend, and offer evidence in support of whether or not the theory is 
accurate. 



b) Offer historical evidence that could be used to contradict the opinion you expressed 
concerning the validity of the Black Legend in question (a).  

c) Explain the different ways in which religion was used by Spain, England, and France 
for the purpose of developing colonial societies in the New World during the first half 
of the 17th century. 

Question 3.  Answer parts (a) snd (b) after reading the primary source documents. 

a) Explain whether or not the argument voiced by Roger Williams concerning the 
treatment of Native Americans, expressed within the document, was a popular 
opinion held by most British North American colonists?  Was his message consistent 
with the actions he took while living in British North America?  Explain. 

b) To what extent was Chief Powhatan’s speech, as interpreted by Captain John Smith, 
prophetic of the relationship that would develop between European settlers and the 
Native Americans during the settling of the 13 British North American colonies? 

 

Analyzing with The Acronym SOAPStone 

Subject  What is it about?      
Occasion  When and Where was it created?     
Audience  Who is the intended audience?     
Purpose  Why was it produced?      
Speaker  Who is the speaker and what is his or her importance? 
tone   What is the tone of the document?  (biased, sarcastic, persuasive, etc.) 
 
 

Example #1 
            
     
 

               S The subject of the cartoon is Andrew Jackson.  

 O The occasion is Jackson’s Presidency. 

 A The intended audience is the American public. 

 P The purpose is to enlighten America to Andrew  
              Jackson’s abuses of power. 

 S The speaker is most likely a person with Whig  
              sympathies. 

 tone The tone is disparaging and abusive towards  



              Jackson.

 

Example #2 

 

“You cannot qualify war in harsher terms than I will.  War is cruelty, and you cannot refine it; 
and those who brought this war into our country deserve all the curses and maledictions a 
people can pour out.” 

 

S The subject of this document is the concept of Total War. 
O The quote references the later years of the Civil War, 1864 and 1865. 
A The audience is Southerners involved in the rebellion. 
P Sherman attempts to explain and justify the use of his scorched-earth policies. 
S General William Tecumseh Sherman is the source of this document. 
tone Sherman’s tone is vindictive, unsympathetic, and could be construed as sarcastic. 

 
 

Scoring 
 

 
32 points:  adequate handwritten notes for chapters 1-4 of The American Pageant  
 

27 points:  3 handwritten short answer questions (9 parts total) 
 

20 points:   8 handwritten DBQ document analyses and your Info-Bucket  
 

21 points:  handwritten DBQ free response essay 
 

100 points total (due on the first day of school) 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Helpful Suggestions  
 
 

1.  Spread the reading assignment and note taking out over the first 2/3 of your 
summer vacation.  Read the DBQ essay prompt and short answer prompts 
before you read the text in order to identify the information especially 
valuable in the completion of your written responses.   
 
 
2.  Visit our APUSH Google Site to learn how to construct a proper DBQ essay 
response. 
 
 
3.  Complete your short-answer questions before August begins.  
 
 
4.  Save your DBQ essay response for last.  It represents the culmination of the 
historical skills you’ll develop over the course of the year.   
 
 
6.  Email me if you have any questions.  I’ll check it at least once a week. 
    bwillard@gasd-pa.org 
 
 
7.  Don’t procrastinate.  There is a lot of work to be done.  It cannot be done well 
in the last few days of your summer vacation. 
 
 

Thank you for choosing APUSH and for putting forth the 
effort to accomplish this summer work.  I look forward to seeing you 
in class this coming fall! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Willard 



 
 

AP US History Student Contract 
 

 I understand that by signing this contract, I am dedicating myself 
to the rigorous academic adventure known as AP US History.  I know 
that the exam in the spring is mandatory and that preparing for it is the 
primary motive for taking the class.  I am aware that I will receive a zero 
if I fail to submit my summer assignment on the first day of class in the 
fall.  By signing this contract, I pledge myself to the herculean effort that 
is required to tackle the vast amount of reading, writing, and analyzing 
necessary for success on the AP US History exam. 

 

Student’s printed name______________________________________ 

Student’s signature__________________________________________ 

Parent/guardian’s signature of approval__________________________ 

Parent/guardian’s contact number______________________________ 

 

 Please read, understand, and sign the contract above.  Return the 
signed contract to me prior to the last day of school, at which time you 
can check out your copy of The American Pageant. 

Textbook number__________________________________________ 

 


